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1 AN AMERICAN, ED. 
Y KNOW WHAT I SAEAV 
"5 BY AT? “4 


le 
B® pars me gure 
: SPREE OF AMERICA, ED... 


THAT'S BECAUSE THAT'S WHAT I 
PS MIGHT TIME, SAE! OUT ED, 
60, Ltt GHA I JUST SHIP I 
og FRE... tod LIGHT A }. WAS GONNA LIGHT © 
PRE? & FARE. 


WOBODY GIVES A DAN 
ANYMORE, AN’ THAT'S THE 
HONEST TRUTH». a0 

C2 


N 


MRS. MEREL THREW ME aS : f WELL, (MYSELF, ED, TN A 2 
OUTTA THE HOUSE. SHE E PEYNEYLVAMA MAN... LEN AULLER 
WENT CRAZY AND STABBED a ! WROTE 4 SONG ABOUT 


ME INNA HIP WITH A hfyii ¥\ | age PENNSYLVANIA ONCE... 
MUL FUE. { ' ch ee A, a —_— 


THAT'S WHY I’M 


} LALALLALAD 
Sp. ALA 


oe 


HERE,,, © 

YWANNA TRY 

SOME O' MINE ? 
2a 
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Sell 11 Items @ 
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‘Sell LED DIGITAL CLOCK RADIO 
i Lili Sell 22 Items 
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SHiNeeASLE RoRor 
Sell 13 Items 


. NSC 
bar tecsticatas 
ALARM WATCH 


TRIVIAL PURSUIT GAME 
Sell 25 items 


TAR’ 
‘CAMERA. 
Sell 20 Items CARTRIDGES FOR ATARI 
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Seil-11 items es ese ‘ 
Sell 7 tems [ity 


SELL CARDS @ GIFTS FAGM FAEE SALES BOOKLET! 


GO, GO, GO... , WITH CAPTAIN “O”! 
PICK YOUR PRIZE from Olympics FREE full- 
Color Prize Catalog! OR KEEP CASH — $1.00 for 
every item sold! Its easy to earn PRIZES or 
CASH by selling All-Occasion Cards, Per- 
sonalized Stationery and Gifts from Olympic’s 
FREE 1985 Sales Booklet! 

Show your Sales Book(et to friends, relatives 
neighbors. Anyone’s a prospect! With Olympic, 


6 LAF ware ‘ACADEM 


FRAM! 
WEBCOR ZI 
TELEPHONE Sell zt tome 


you pay nothing...owe nothing... return 
nothing! You get full membership information 
and all sales material FREE! 

SO DON'T WAIT! Call our Captain “O” oper- 
ator TOLL FREE now, or mail us your name, ad- 
dress and zip code TODAY! 


OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC, 
Dept. 85NC1 Enfield, CT 06082 


NYLON GAOKPAC: TENT BOUNCE TRAMPOLINE 
( Soll 16 Items Soll 15 tems 


eo a S 
SPIN FISHING OUTFIT} 
. .Sell 18 Items 


= JORDACHE FROG PHONE 3 SOUNDS BIKE SIRE! 


Be ACTION WALLETS: Seli 19 Items 
vioEO Game Sell 10 Items 


g Sell 25 Items, 


J 
esentons, am 
BASKETBALL Ce 


Seli_14 ttems " ¥ 
PUTES 
eel 14 hems ‘ Sa\ GOBOTS CONVERT 


sell "8 ‘tema 


7 BONTEMP! ELECTRIC ORGAN 


S GARD GANE 
‘ME 
Sad 
oS Sell 7 Items 4 
c MAC GREGOR 


“CALLIGRAPHY 
MARKER SET 


Sell 9 items 


X-ACTO DELUXE KNIFE ‘CHEST 
Sell 10 Items 


© 1985 OLYMPIC SALES CLUB, INC. 


% Service available in 48 
United States and Puerto 
Rico. Alaska and Hawaii 
please reply by mail. 


7 Sell 22 ltemsy 
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PANASONIC i 
PORTABLE TV. 


‘CO “CLIFF 

ANGERS" NITE 
LOW RACE SET 
Sell 30 items 


BASEBALL ave an te 
Soll 20 Items Sell 16 items 


(is Bi BICEPING BAG 
Sell 20 Items 


} [x CASSETTE HOUSEHOLD 
RECOF 


en PLAYER 
Sell 22 Items 


WITH MICROPHONE 


POCKET CALCULATOR 
\ Sell 9 items 


| aovenTUne GAME 
Sell 9 Items 


W rasHion KODAK STYLELITES 


s 
KET CAMERA OUTFIT 
roerSall 20 items Cy penta 


~ Sell B tems 


BACKPACKERS 
PLUSH TOY 


Seli 13 items 


ADER- BATTERY CHARGER 
Sell 14 Items 


Ask for 
Amy 


She or another 
CAPTAIN “O” 
operator is waiting 
to rush your name, 
address and ZIP 
CODE to us. 


operators can take 
name and address only. . 
CANNOT answer 
questions. 


I REMEMBER THEY PLAYED IT ON 
PROM WIGHT, AW’ I DANCED WTH 
‘4, SISSY AUTREY. Ma HAHA, 
° e248 


HEH, HITS THEOL’ $ 
6A, DON'T? 3 


C¢LGH,,, WHAT 43 IT? T 
CAN STILL A872 IT... 


Be 


Wore ag 


‘A 


GIVE /7 A CHANCE. (T : 

OW YA. YOu JUST bs 
S/T BACK AN'LEAME TELLYA "BOUT 
PENNGYVANIA... 


«ee HOW 'BOU/T 
HAIR O' THE 
o_ COG? 


PENNSUVANIA. 
YA HADOA SEE /T 
BACK INNA SIKTIES, 
WHEN THERE WAS 
HARK. 


"7S BIN BURNIN’ 
LIKE THAT FOR 
SUXTEEN YEAR, NOW. 


“7 WAS THERE TILL A HONT 
OR SO BACK, BUT, ¥ KNOW, 
UT ALL WENT TELL AN I 


“JELLYA FER NOTHING 


20, 7 WisH I WAS 


BACK THERE, 


"2 WONDER WHAT THE FEORLE RE 
DOIN IN BLOSSOMVALE TONIGHT? 


I. THOUGHT 
YOU WERE GOING 
TO WAIT IN THE 
CHIR, TREASURE , j 


NO, L REALIZE THAT. 
IT'S JUST... 


OH, I DON’T KNOW. 
I‘M OUST GLAD THAT 
THE DUMP HERE HAS 
FINALLY BEEN CLOSED 
DOWN AND SEALED 2 


L'M JUST GLAD 
TO SEE THE BACK 
OF HIS HELLHOLE. | 


I WAS JusT 
THINKING... 


KISS | 


THIS MUST ALL HAVE 
SEEMED LIKE SUCH A 
GOOD (064 WHEN THEY 

STARTED OUT. 


THE S7RIFMIWES WERE ALL USED 
UP AND EMPTY, AND NOBODY BUT THE 
BUMS AND WINOS EVER CAME NEAR, 
IT WAS AN IDEAL PLACE To DUMP 
THE, Y'KNOW, THE... 


(T'S GODS WILL. YOU CAN'T 
BLAME YOURSELF. 
SAY, DID T TELL YOU ABOUT THAT 
THING T HEARD THOSE dias SAY? 
ABOUT ONE OF THOSE OLD MEN 
THAT YWWEHED? _ 


THE COMPANY WAS STICKING IT IN 
THE S4AG AVIS LINDER THE OLD 

LOMBARD ME, \T WAS SAFE DOWN, 

THERE! THEY DID FSG’ 


YOu! YOU WOULDN'T 
BE MLVED IF IT 
WAS SQMETHING THAT 
COULD AUT PEOPLE. 


BUT THEN THOSE 


TRAMPS, THOSE 
BUMS... THEY ALL 
STARTED 


HOW DERELICTS ARE. THOSE 
POOR MEN, THEY GET 2057, 
THEY LEAVE THE APG... 


C'MON...ITS 
GETTING COLDER. 
LET'S GET BACK 

IN THE CAR. 


THE COMPANY WANTS 
US IN CQNEIANA BY 


| 


Doyou 
cneas us? 


The members of the Justice Universe! One quick 
League certainly do! With the glance at our biographies 
aid of Felix Faust, we've been and every maitre d’ in the 
menacing them for the past world beyond knows to 
20 years! But that still doesn’t stay out of our way! 

help us when we try toget | ABNEGAZAR, RATH AND GHAST 


dinner reservations at one of All new art b ET RTT ALS (OF AES 
the netherworld’s poshest comicao S finest. oe ee ee 
Omics. 


restaurants! Thats why we 5g 5 it began. n't 
always carry Who's Who: The Be here for the Pomme aiedtles without it! 
Definitive Directory of the DC new beginning. TM& Copyright © 1984 D6 Comics ine 


L STAYED ON AS 

F LONG AS I COULD 

Y AFTERTHE 6G; 
BURN-UE., 


OWED IT TO OLD JEFF 

LOMBARD. HE HIRED ME 

« WHEN I WAS FIFTEEN. THE 
PNEUMONIA TOOK HIM 
wo IN'64... oo 


I USED TO LIVE OUT IN THE AYE, JUST, Y'KNOW, 
LOOKIN’ AFTER STUFF, KEEPIN’ STUFF 7/2%.. 
2 : ° 


ROUND '72 OR SO, A 
LOTTA COMPANY FEQHE 
CAME ROUND, STARTED 
PUTTIN ' STUFF DOWN IN 
THE WERELOW PITS... 


HELL ,.Z DIDN'T KNOW 
WHAT IT WAS... 
cy 


BUT, Y'KNOW, 


fe 


HERE , LEMME 


ae > 
THIRSTY, HE... Fin : STRAIGHTEN OUT 
, 5 m¢ THIS AKE FOR 


“ 


P SURE, @/ SAY, YA AFTER THE TROUBLE, THEY 
SENT AN (WEST/GHIOR, 0 
FRA ECO CE NICE GUY, CALLED ED 
CHCELE... “2 SOMETHIN... 


AFTER HIM THEY SENT 
ARCTHER INVESTIGATOR, AN’ 
Y'KNOW, T'DA NEVER THEN THEY POURED A LOTTA 
LEFT BLOSSOMVILLE IF CEMENT DOWN ON MY 
IT HADNA BIN FOR THE _, STASH IN THE PIT... 
TROUBLE... 2 : 


HEARD 'EM SAY THEY B I FIGURED, Y'KNOW, 


WERE MOVIN’ THE DUMP” TI MIGHT AS WELL TAG 5 FIRE I MADE, 
DOWN HERE, TO is Z 22, z 


Y'LIKE THIS 


—D? 
COLUISIAIVA, , 


S'A FUNNY THING... 
? EVEN THOUGH I LEFT 
fe, SCOSSAMMELE, IT'S 
LIKE I TOOK PARTOFIT 
W177 ME, Y'KNOW? 9 


EES 4 G( wos. 18 6m 
. @N% ‘p | ide. cece: 
mint NS eT 


\ 


ing 
& 


‘ 


LET IT NOT HAVE 
HOPPENED YET... 


sie 


Sone 


Y'KNOW, T WAS “WASTE,” THATS | THESE DAYS, ‘ WHO CAN KEEP UP WITH ALL THAT rs 
DRINKIN’ THIS STUFF %. WHAT THEY CALLIT. | AYERS  AERLI STUFF, ANYWAY? ALL THAT 3 
WASTE FROM SUPPOSED T'BE (2 HIPPY ANTI-NUCULER STUFF... 


FOR A COUPLA MONTHS 'FORE 


— ? 


GHTY THAT'S IT WE'RE QQWIIITTEP TO NUCULER 
EXACTLY! THAT'S THE, 5 ENERGY, CAN'T PRETEND IT NEVE 
WORD! "COMMITTED Sy ce HMPPENED. og 
hd +2; ~ 
“ AG perenne Pome”? Aaeser 1! 
HOW YA GONNA RUN A CAR ON 
: WINDYILLS AN’ = f& 
WATERWHEELS? 


a ‘ wag 
. AN’ THERE'S DEFENSE’ A 
WE NEED NUCLILER |) LOTTA THE JUNK COMES OUTTA 
, FISHING! oe° 5 THESE PLANTS MAKES MESES 


WE'RE QHMMITTED, 
ED! COMMITTED AS 


ZAP COMMITTED... 
Yew ee commirren,, "him 
LVEROEOO. 


——~ 
6O WHY DON'T 
THEY ALL JUST 


WHAT TIME'S 
THAT NERD 


ARONRCE 
ARRIVIN'?. 


TOMORROW, 
ROUND NOON. 
BRINGIN’ HIS 

OL' LADY 

WITH HIM... 


THE LITTLE A977 BROAD, ALWAYS 


BEATS. ME HOW A AMP LIKE 
JUCHROE ENDS UP WORKIN ’ 
FOR THE COMPANY AT A¢2,” 


YEAH, WELL, AFTER FRANK 
GILL WENT AWA. BACK 
IN PENNSYLVANIA, IT GUESS 
THEY HADDA SETTLE FOR 
WHAT THEY COULD GEZ.. 


IT'S LIKE THEY $4" 
OUTTA SIGHT IS 
OUTTA MINO.. - 


DON'T TALK TO ME ABOUT 
PEAWEICVAMA, MAS. THAT 


PLACE GAVE ME THE 


eS 


CREEPS, 


RS - 


WELL, Y'KNOW, AT 
LEAST THIS PLACE 
LOOKS HEALTHY, 
HEY, THAT BOG 

WE DUMPED THE CAKS 


IN...1T'S PRETTY 
EEF RIGHT? 


"|. THE HEART DON'T ‘om 
GRIEVE QVER.” 


CONTINUED ON 38? PAGE FOLLOWING 


WRITE RIGHT NOW! 


Whoopeé - 2’ Blood 
Cushion —\ | Capsules 


Any 2 - 88¢ ea 

Any 3 - $2.50 

Any 4- $3.25 
125 Phony Any 5 - $3.95 
§ Parking Tickets | Add $1.00 Post 


H HOW TO ORDER: Cut out ad. Clearly check of 
items you want Minimum order is 2 items plu: 
Tpostage. You must add $1.00 postage and § 
handling. Money back guarantee. Free catalog 
i Johnson Smith Ci Dept. 3302 

. ww Mt t. Clemens, h. 43 
cer Ct 


Thousands of Marvels & OCs 
For catalog send 75¢ to: 


CENTORCOMICS 
E. 42 St-»New York, NY 10168 


BELT" ORS 
~ CERTIFICATE AWARDED - 
HOME STUDY COURSE 
FREE Color Brochure-Send 25¢ 
KARATE SCHOOL 
BOX 2127 DEPT. DC15, 
OCEAN, N.J.07712 


“Thousands & thousands of DC’s, Marvels, 
and Golden Age/Silver Age Comics. For a 
catalog send 50¢ in coin or stamps to Harold 
Starbuck 12263 Stuebner Airline Suite #110, 
Houston, Tx 77067 (713) 893-7242 


FREE TRICK 


meh Hilarious practical joke 
FREE when you send for 
world famous fun catalog 
of over 1800 novelties, 
jokes, tricks, things you 
never new existed. Send 50¢ ship- 
ping: Special: 3 FREE practical jokes, 
0 a Johnson Smith Co. 
Bese 330: it. Clemens, Mich. 48043. 


COLLECTORS: Problems Finding That 

Specis! Comic? We have Thousands Of 

Comics Competitively Priced. For List 

Send 75c (Retundsble With 1st Order) 

To: K&R COMICS 1388 Thomas Place, 
Dubvaue towa 52001 


~ PRO WRESTLING FANS!! 


The Superstar Pro Wrestling Game is 
On exciting, realistic & action-packed 
for | 
popular wrestlers in the USA! 25¢ for 
info.and FREE sampleto: Box 68-DCA, 
Weadmre, NY 11598 
COMIC BOOKS LIST JUST 50¢ 
Write: John S. lavarone, 


44 Jefferson Road, Glenmont, 
N.Y. 12077 or Phone: 518-439-0963 


game 


4 players! Features most } 


Write advertiser direct for information. 


Closeout Special! Digital Watches 
Hours, Minutes and seconds display. 
Also has month and day display. Has 
light for easy night reading. Battery in- 
cluded. Heavy duty casting and band. 
RUSH $3.00 to Northwestern Sales 
Inc. 6593-12 Powers Ave., Jacksonville, 
Fla. 32217 


CHM (8) (mE 


3 MIL COMIC BAGS 
PA $5.25 per 100 bags 


Include 25¢ for catalog 
EMPIRE COMICS 
572 Stone Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14616 
DOCTOR WHO CATALOG 


Scarves ¢ Posters ¢ Books 
Prints ¢ Photos ¢ Comics 
$1 for Catalog (refundable) 
HOOKED ON BOOKS 
206 W. Whitewater Street 
Whitewater, WI 53190 


NEW, GENUINE KILLER SHARK'S TOOTH PENDANT 
and HEAVY SILVER NECKLACE is YOURS at our 
SPECIAL LOW PRICE of just $3. 

IMAGINE YOURSELF with this MAGNIFICENT 
AMULET AROUND YOUR NECK....YOU'LL BE THE 
ENVY of ALL YOUR FRIENDS. 

BUT YOU MUST ACT NOW. 


MAIL $3.00, YOUR NAME and ADDRESS (PRINTED) 

to THE OXFORD L1 CO., 4000 COOLIDGE AVENUE, 

BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21229, DO NOT DELAY, 
oie 


a emx 


for YOU may be THE WINNER of our GRAND 
GIVE-AWAY. A, BRAND NEW HI-PROFORMANCE BMX 
PRO-STAR "HUTCH" RACING BIKE, VALUED $800. 


30 DAY 100% MONEY BACK GAURANTEE 
DO NOT BE LEFT OUT. 


No purchase necessary, DRAWING 7/1/85 


comic 
BOOKS 


| | 250,000 in stock, complete Marvel & DG 


Groups from 1935-1 Also T.V. Guides, 
Doc Savane, 


nares Bond, U.N. 

V. Aven: 
Dees, Movie Items, etc. From 1900-1 
We Buy. GIANT CATALOG $1.00 


HOWARD D. ROGOFSKY 
P.O. Box 128, Rosedale, QNS., N. 


For advertising rates write 
Print Advertising Representatives, Inc. 
355 LEXINGTON AVE. N.Y. N.Y. 10017 


HIGH SCHOOL 


T 
8 
H The American School has been & 
p helping adults FINISH HIGH SCHOOL ‘ 
g AT HOME in sparetime, by corres; 
lence for almost 80 years. DIPL' MA 
WARDED .. . see if we can help you. 
i American School, Dept. 20410 
¢ 850 East 58th St Chicago, IL 60637 


NAI 
GOLDEN STATE COMICS 
Send:25¢ for comics selling :tist 
and FREE protective comic bag, 
4688 Boundary; San Diego; CA 92116 
or visit our store 


SUPER Booyauito! 


‘You'll be amazed at how fast and. 


‘) DEPT, C15, Box 246: Brooklyn, NY 11214. 
MISSED AN ISSUE??? 
We probably have it along with 
100,000 more from years ago. 
Send YOUR list and for 
our ae Tope to: DAVE'S COMICS 
7019E THREE CHOPT ROAD 
RICHMOND, VA. 23226 
(804) 282-1214 
Most comics from the last 2 years 
are still cover price. 


rapro sunea ASses 
y Kay Activity 
4 Send $12.95 to 
SUM-RADIO, P.O. BOX 7007 
SILVER SPRING, MD 20907 


CAMO CLOTHING — KIDS — even sizes 

6-8-10-12-14-16-18 — reg. & slim: 4-pkt pants — 
14.99; 6-pkt pants — 21.99; 2-pkt shirts — 
14.99; 4-pkt shirts — 21.99; T-shirts — 7.99; 
fatigue caps — XS, S, M, L, XL — 6.99; scarf! 
headband — 2.99; adj. belt — 2.99; Badges: 
Special Forces — 3.99; Parachutist — 3.99; 
USMC - small — 3.99; USMC - large — 4.99; 
MANY MORE ITEMS!! For complete listing 
send $1 (refunded on 1st order), your name 
and address. WE PAY ALL SHIPPING CHARGES!! 
A-COMPANY, Box 2123, Farmington, NM 87401. 


Breakdance 


Leam secrets, spins, flips & 
flashy footwork. Step-by-step 
instructions for ces. 
Handglide, Wave, Pop, Lock, 
Mannequin, dress, crew 
dancing. 138 pages. Il- 
lustrated. With Champion 
prego aperr certificate. 
Send $3.45 +$1. aS P ee: 
(£4.70) Johnson Smit 
Dept. 3302, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043. 


HOT AIR BALLOON 
FREE LANCE FLIGHT 
444 OAKLEY STREET 

SLC. UT. 84116 
Only $1.99 plus, 
$1.00 Post. & Hdlg 


A 12-part maxi-series you dare not miss! 


Worlds will live. 

Worlds will die. 

And the DC Universe 
will never be the same! 


DC Comics. Here’s where it began. 
Be here tor the new beginning. 


THATS WHAT IT IS ABOUT SWAMPS... + J COULDA STAYED THERE 
TCO GAINP NOTHIN’ BANKS FOR FOREVER \F THEY HADNA 
b> LONG... OF 


@ IT WAS DIFFERENT IN ‘91 W oot teu 3 
LE... qi [fe THAT ALREADY? 
= 1 FORGET... 


ALL THEY LEFT ME WAS A COUPLA ANYWAY, ED, @ 
FLASKS THAT I SIPHONED OFF THIS S'BIN GOOD 
BIG OL’ RLM THAT SPLIT OPEN. =] | ACAI” TOYA. 
Cad 
AIN'T MUCH LEFT Now,.. © 


BN'NG THAT'S WHY I CAME AEE... 


: 


‘ 
& 
x 
S 
& 


PENNSYLVANIA 
GIKFIVE-O 


r- 


V4 


THEY DUMPED IT AGRE... THEY GOT NO AIGY7/ NO 
RIGHT TO BURY-IT. 


THEY BURIED /7 UNDER 
THE mud?! 


> THEY BURIED 
IT UNNA THE 


CROSS SWORDS WITH CHAMPIONS! 
. enter thelost worldoF 


HEROES COME ALIVE 
WITH THEGE ACTION 
FIGURES FROM 


The. 
Mag iC 
Is 


Sack! 


In a time when 

the magic was dying 
only Arion could 
keep it alive. 
\ A special four-part odyssey 
by Paul Kupperberg 
and Jan Duursema. 
Beginning this month in 


DC Comies. Where Legends Live.™ 


TM and Copyright © DC Comics Inc. 984 


SASS 


MAYBE WE 8077 
BETTER REST...GET 
OUR STRENGTH BACK 
‘FORE WEDIGUP 
THE SIGH... - 


SAY, £07 I GOT 
SOMETHIN’ FOR YA... 
<Oo .e- 


Dear Alan, 

OH,MY GODIN 

That was my first reaction (repeated 
several times over) to SWAMP THING 
#29. | knew that Arcane was back, right 
from the night of Matt Cable's accident, 
but I never, never thought it could be tike 
thist 

You, Alan, being the consummate 
author that you are, have created a story 
(nay, @ whole book!) of absolute, intense 
horror. Your creation of Abby‘s living 
nightmare in ‘’Love and Death” allowed 
the reader to share in her terror, her 
despair. and her total disgust of the 
grotesque occurrences around and 
within her. | must say that although | 
read this in broad daylight, it still scared 
the heck out of me. In fact, it may take @ 
long time for me to recover from the 

, shock of it. (In other words, “Love and 
Death” was a great success!) 

Of course,.its success does not end 
there. Stephen, John, and Tatjana 
interpreted your story with a perfection 
unprecedented in most any other comic, 
Every shadow, every expression, and 
simply every little detai! worked toward 
the overwhelming horrific feeling of the 
book. And, yes, i especiaity liked the 
occasionally “revealing” mirrars; it was 
@ terrific effect. 

By the way, don’t think that is all that! 
will do (give praise),certainly not. If find 
something that disagrees with me {or | 
with it), believe me, I'll let you know! 

But then again, so far—so good! 


P.F. Nolan 
25 Grapevine Row 
Milford, CT 06460 


“Love and Death” was definitely 
nothing like Woody Alien’s comedy of 
the same name, P.F., and judging from 
much of the mail, particularly the next 
few letters, most initial reaction was 
just like yours. {Not that anyone would 
find that difficult to believe!) 


weeee 


Dear Sirs, 
Just read SWAMP THING #29. 
Brerr... 


John Mabbs, 11 
P.O. Box 722 
Alamogordo, NM 88310 


Dear Karen, 

i have never, ever read a comic which 
utterly chilled me to the bone. Never, 
that is, untit SAGA OF THE SWAMP 


THING #29. This title has gone from @ 
mediocre comic, all but scoffed aton the 
newsstands, to an excellent graphic art 
form among the very best being publish- 
ad today. Never could there be better 
scripting or art for this book than there is 
now. 
If this is the place, I'll be staying 


Robert Cline 
PO Box 146 
Wheatland, IN 47597 


Alan, Stephen, John, Karen, and Fred: 

SAGA OF THE SWAMP THING 
#29...Jeeeezzzzuuuuussssss 
ChriiiiistiI (Sorry, CCA.) Are you people 
trying to scare me or something?!?? I'l! 
forever have nightmares about Sally 
Parks! The fifth panel on page 16 sent 
me dashing to the bathroom! No comic 
has ever done that to me before ... and 
my sister was taking a shower! 

However, I'm kind of a masochist ... so 
please, ‘do this to me again (sounds 
pretty sick, eh?). 

Oh, is this book approved by the 
Comics Code Authority? | mean, | 
personally find it offensive and 
Tally Holl!!! 


The Confused 
Paladin 


eeeee 


Dear Alan, 

Did you know SAGA OF THE SWAMP 
THING #29 wasn't approved by the 
Comics Code? i opened up the issue and 
saw why! Page 19, panel 3. Shame on 
you. | thought comics not approved by 
the Code couldn't be sold on 
newsstands. What gives? Also, why 
dont change the title from SWAMP 
THING, to ABBY! (Swampy oniy 
appeared in ten or so panels.) This is 
Swampy’s book. Abby is shown too 
much. | buy this book for Swampy, notto 
see Abby run around her house for 
seventeen pages ripping off her clothes. 
{t's Swampy’s mag, let him star, please. 


A confused fan 


Sorry for the confusion, guys, so let's try 
to rectify the problem. it was right after 
SWAMP THING #29 was disapproved by 
the Comics Code Authority that DC 
decided to no fenger submit the book to 
them. The decision was made not 
because we want to get incredibly gory 


or have half-naked people; running — .- 


around Louisiana. Alan tends to write 


stories dealing with more adult themes 
then is common’ in most Code- 
authorized books, with “horror” (not 
gore) being very prevalent. No one is 
creatively handling the book any 
different than before; we just now don’t 
have to worry about possible Code 


disagreements. “Sophisticated Sus- 
pense” was added to inform consum- 
ers that the book's content is in fact 
meant for an “older reader.” 

Now, as for your compiaint about 
overdosing an Abby. She's the central 
person in Swamp Thing's life, so it 
takes perfectly good story sense for her 
ta be very much involved in the book, 
and yes, even that means having more 
“coverage” than Swamp Thing in 6 
given issue. We're not taking any time 
away from our “star”; his presence is 
always felt, and that’s a key to effective 
storytelling. And while we're on the 
subject of Swamp Thing’s role, the next 
fetter makes some good points. 


peewee 


Swamp Folks, 

First, the emotional hyperbole in 
regards to issue 29; AAAARRRRGH! 
How can you ieave me hanging like this! 
This story has to be one of the most 
disgusting, revolting (i.e. great) | have 
read. Rarely does a comic get any 
emotional response fram me, but my 
heart was honestly pounding thraugh 
each page. Whew! 

Now for the more rational analysis: 
Not one to rest on past successes, Alan 
Moore has continued to scare the sox: 
right off us with studies into the horrors 
that the plant and insect kingdoms hold 
for those of us in the animal kingdom. 
Perhaps this is a horror more pure than 
ghosts and monsters, for how many 
among us have met these classic beasts 
of the horror genre? And yet each of us . 
comes into daily contact with plants, 
and insects, taking for granted their, 
presence, not contemplating the 
possibilities for horror within them. Not 
until Mr. Moore has reveaied those 
horrors, that is. 

Agrand theme is beginning to unraval 
here. Something larger than any one 
story, or series of stories. This book is 
not “this month Swamp Thing batties. 
the Muck Monster—be back next month 
when he battles Crouton Man.” 
Sometimes, such as this issue, Swampy 
is merely the tangent point for the 
characters in the story. Atthistime he is 
not directly involved in the story line at 
all. This is quite similar to the Demon 


stories in numbers 25 and 26. Swamp 
Thing was the point at which the horror 
revolved around, instead of being the 
point at which it concentrated on. It 
shows strength in a book when the main 
character can make only a cameo 
appearance and the story loses nothing. 
Alan Moore has become a master at 
beginning the story near the climax, 
“framing” the events ina recollection of 
some sort, then after enough details 
have been revealed, finally allowing the 
curtain to close on the issue. For 
example, in this issue the climax was 
obviously pages 21-22, and yet page 
one takes place only about five minutes 
before pages 21-22. The details of how 
Abby got to this point in the story are 
beautifully framed in her dreams. The 
* result of this is that instead of starting 
at ground zero and working our way to 
the climax, we start at the climax and 
stay there the entire story while tan- 
talizing bits and pieces are allowed 
through to us. That is why my heart beat 
the whole time | was reading. This is 
very similar to the style in the classic 
“Anatomy Lesson” in number 21. The 
story began with the death of 
Sunderland and stayed at that point 
throughout while Woodrue revealedthe 
preceeding events through his vengeful 
narrative. All this is evidence of a writer 
who is in control of the book (not just 
looking for an idea to fill this month's 
issue). and who has the direction firmly 
in grasp: times. This is good'stuff. 
The: id’ be back:to emotional 
ne talking about the 
/Wood art. This, too, 


is-good stuff. 

Both versions of SWAMP THING have 
been the cream of the comics crop, but 
at present the book is approaching 
levels of quality attained only ever-by a 


few comics. | know that Mr. Giordano . 


and others are sin a lot inthi$-book. 
They believe in it, in spite of rumored 
slow sales. Please continue tobelieve in 
it, folks.,},.do. If a super-hero book is 
caneelad, it is just one more costume 
put back on the shelf, but SWAMP 
THING is one of a kind. There is nothing 
like it. BUY THIS BOOK! Put SWAMP 
THING bumper stickers on your car! 
Wear buttons! Get two subscriptions! 
I've said enough, you get the picture. I'm 
back to emotional hyperbole, but | do 
extend hearty thanks to the creative 
Swamp-team that is making this 
happen. 


Donald G. Shelton 
2891 Richmond Rd. 
Lexington, KY 40509 


Sales on SWAMP THING have indeed 
been nothing to write home about inthe 
past, Donald, but in the last six months, 
direct sales orders alone have increased 
fifty percent—and we're hoping for 
more of the same! 


wee RH 


Dear Crew, 

| hate bugs. The bigger they are, the 
more | hate them. ! especially hate the 
big ones with prongs on their back ends 


because they look poisonous, full. of 
unknown and horrible venom that does 
awful things to human flesh. SOST#29 
was full of bugs. 

| also have certain mental images 
from childhood, you know the sort, the 
ones that are always there at the 
surface, the ones you suddenly find 
yourself recalling when you're doing 
something that takes minimal mental 
effort, like falling asleep on the train 
going home from work. Amongst such 
memories are burning insects with a 
magnifying glass because | didn't know 
better; and the fascination and hope | 
felt when | prodded a bird | thought dead, 
yet which moved, but the stomach slid 
open to reveal ... you guessed it, bugs 
and maggots. SOST#29 contained 
these two scenes, also. 

As you can tell, SOST#29 contained 
scenes | could really relate to. This made 
the mounting horror all the more real for 
me. Because mounting horror is the 
only way | can describe this issue. Alan 
Moore is the only writer to have touched 
a real chord of fear and revulsion and 
terror in me in my 11 years of comic 
reading. From the first page, with the 
bloodied wire brush lying like a bent 
porcupine, to the last, Alan kept me 
spellbound, wanting to turn the page but 
fearing what I'd find. 

As for the art: wow. The 
Bissette/Totleben team has made 
Alec's body not just alive but teeming, a 
walking ecosystem. This team produces 
what must be some of the most unique 
art in comics. Their perceptions of 
situations and characters lend so much 
to each issue, especially their wonderful 
style of shading: the big black areas on 
faces dissolving into those fine black 


. lines work stunningly to convey mood 


and barely hidden danger (as in the last 
panel of p. 10 and Abby on pp. 2-3). 

Finally, Tatjana‘s colors bring the art 
to vibrant life (I particularly like the 
yellow and orange of the dreaming Abby 
throughout the book), and John’s letter- 
ing brings the script to crisp and clear 
life. 

No. 29 was an excellent issue, with 
the fear of what's happened to Matt 
being allowed to rise slowly to the 
surface until it explodes on pp.21-22,he 
yellow that represented the dreaming 
Abby suddenly bursting into reality with 
her realization of the truth of her 
nightmares. And the last page, with the 
dead bird paralleling poor Matt's condi- 
tion, really left this reader afraid of what 
next issue will do to him but still 
clamoring for more. 

Yes, SOST#29 was an issue | could 
truly relate to. But I'm lucky: my fear of 
bugs (and that’s what hatred boils down 
to, as you only hate that which you feel 
threatened by) remains generally sup- 
pressed; unfortunately, Abby, whether 
she hated bugs before or not, has to 
confront half a dozen dead people full of 
them, including her husband and uncle 
possibly rolled into one. ! pity her. 

Thanks for a singular comic. ex- 
perience, everyone, and see you all next 
issue. Mark Dito 

13 Cameron Ave., Earlwood. 2206. 
Sydney, Australia 


Since you seem to love to hate bugs, 
Mark, you should get a load of Steve and 
John’s really grotesque, weird drawings 
of Arcane’s un-men (bearing a lot of 
insect-like qualities) that were recently 
published in the SWAMP THING issue 
of the Comics Journal. /f you haven't 
seen that issue, run to your local comic 
book store and pray that they still have 
some copies left. There are interviews 
with Alan, Steve, and John, a good 
number of never-before-seen Bissette 
and Totleben illustrations of Swamp 
Thing and other stuff, and an incredible- 
looking cover which was painted by 
John. 


FRR RE 


Dear Editor, 

As a regular-reader of another com- 
pany’s comics, | found myself amazed 
writing to DC. Then ! realized that | 
wasn't just writing to another company, 
but to another kind of book. SWAMP 
THING is a comic in the horror genre, a 
genre | have never been fond of, until 
SOST. This is my first letter to SOST and 
DC, and it will not be my last. 

| have never seen such graphic and 
terrifying illustrations in all my comic 
reading life. The scripting is equally as 
scary. 

Pages 2 and 3 were a portrait of a 
personal nightmare that set the mood 
for this horrifying issue. The creepy- 
crawly bugs introduced on page five 
made my skin crawl. | wondered how it 
made Abby feel. 

1 loved the way-the portrait on page 2 
foreshadowed the events to come. 
Totally gruesome. 

On page 18 the insects looked as if 
they were crawling off the page. The 
insects with human faces made this 
page even more horrifying. 

Page 21 and 22 made Abby's fears 
even more real to the reader. “Just say 
uncle.” What an unforgettable line. 


- Uncle Arcane, isn’t it? He's sliding off 


the top of the page into our lap as we 
read those three words. 

Finally we see Swamp Thing’s dis- 
gust on page 23. The bird made my 
stomach crawl. 

Next issue is not to be missed. 

i've heard it said that the first SWAMP 
THING run could never be topped. | 
never had the chance to read them, but 
they must be masterpieces if they are 
better than this recent Moore/ 
Bissette/Totleben run. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Jeff Ghearing 

#8 Pike 

Wellston, OH 45692 


Next Month: SWAMP THING sizzles— 
literally!! Don’t miss the end of Swamp 
Thing as we know him inthe conclusion 
of the Nukeface Papers! See you then— 
Karen 


Have you seen the SWAMP THING 
ANNUAL? How about SPANNER’S 
GALAXY, CONQUEROR OF THE 
BARREN EARTH, JONNI THUNDER, 

or ROBOTECH DEFENDERS? Or a 
book that’s near and dear to my heart, 
SUPERMAN: THE SECRET YEARS? 
You have? 

Notice something different about 
them? How more vibrant the color 
seems? Must be the paper, right? 
Wrong! It's the same 37-pound Mando 
paper we've been using. What you're 
seeing in these books is the work of the 
new printing press just recently 
“launched” by Spartan Printing 
Company: the Flexographic press. 

What the folks at Sparta have done 
(and those of you who follow Dick's 
Meanwhile columns regularly will 
remember a mention of this a few 
months back) is offer flexography as 
an alternative to the “normal” 
letterpress printing and the much 
higher-price offset printing. As soon as 
they mentioned it to us at DC, we 
expressed an interest in being the first 
to utilize the press. 

A few weeks ago they called and said 


they were ready. We offered up our 
mini-series (and added some specials 
a short time after) and a day later yours 
truly was winging my way west to 
watch SPANNER’S GALAXY #1 run. 
There were glitches in the system and 
some copies had to be done on the 
letterpress to meet shipping deadlines, 
but I was so pleased with the look of the 
book that I came back with a glowing 
report. 

As I write this, I'm sitting on a plane 
on my way back from watching the 
SWAMP THING ANNUAL run. The 
Sparta people have worked out almost 
all the problems and this book looks 
really great. “But we're not satisfied 
yet,” says Dick Hartman, who runs the 
plant. “We've got more work to do to 
make it even better!” By the time you 
read this, they'll have run some more 
books. (And I'll probably have 
“commuted” back and forth a couple 
more times!) 

Is it worth it? Flexographic printing 
will be a more expensive method than 


letterpress, but I've been told by the 


ON SALE WEEK 


CHECK 


OF JANUARY 17 


List 


O Green Lantern 187: A new tale with 
art by Bill Willingham! 


folks at the dollars and cents end of the 
hall that we should be able to hold the 
75¢ price on the 32-page books. So, 
yes, it's definitely worth it to you, the 
reader. 

And it's worth it to me as Production 
Manager. Why else would I work a full 
day in the office, spend seven hours 
flying from New York to St. Louis and 
then driving 75 miles to Sparta, spend 
the next day at the printing plant, and 
then reverse the seven-hour trip to be 
home just in time (it feels like) to go 
back to the office again tomorrow? I 
sure don’t do it because I like feeling 
like I've worked a full week in 2 days! 


Sat 


P.S. Hey, Dick: Couldn't we change our 
slogan from “Where legends live” to 
“Where production values count’? 
(How about “Where the Production 
Manager never goes off duty?) 


Thanks, Bob, I appreciate your 
taking time out of your hectic schedule 
to give our readers an update on 
FLEXOGRAPHIC, the new (and 
better!) printing process made 
available to us by WORLD COLOR 
PRESS. I mentioned the pending 
arrival of FLEXOGRAPHIC in this 
column several months back. Glad I 
didn't lie! 

Bob Rozakis is DC’s production 
manager (although at night and on 
weekends Bob can be found at home, 
slaving over a hot typewriter, most 
currently as the author of the hot new 
mini-series SUPERMAN: THE SECRET 
YEARS ). As such he is one of many 
who toil behind the scenes quietly, 
professionally, and almost 
anonymously, working toward the 
goal I aspired to in a much earlier 
MEANWHILE COLUMN ... of making 
comics all that they can be. We strive to 
make improvements in the creativity of 
our comics, to make them more fun 
(read BLUE DEVIL lately?), better 
reading (SWAMP THING!) , better 
drawn (CAMELOT #12 is out as you 
read this. Try Pat Broderick’s 
DETECTIVE stories if you're not neara 
comics shop ... or WHO’S WHO! issue 
#2 should be on sale now, I think...), 
and just plain more entertaining! But 
can our comics ever really be all that 


O Sgt. Rock 399: Rock is left for dead 
at a massacre! 

O Batman and the Outsiders 20: 
Halo’s origin continued! 

O Blue Devil 11: Shockwave wants to 
ruin the Blue Devil movie premiere! 
D Saga of the Swamp Thing 35: A 
maniac haunts the swamp with Swamp 
Thing lying near death! 

O Warlord 92: Morgan re-enters 
Shamballa on a deadly spy mission! 
O Conqueror of the Barren Earth 3: 
Barasha and Zengla cross swords! 


they can be without better production 
values? I think not. Most of the good 
folks here at DC feel as I do: If we're to 
publish comics that have a broader 
appeal, some aimed at an older, more 
sophisticated reader, we must improve 
the look of our comics ... even 
(especially!) our lowest-priced comics. 
So we've taken a step in that direction 
with FLEXOGRAPHIC, thanks to our 
own Bob Rozakis and WORLD COLOR 
PRESS's letterpress production 
manager, Bob Craig. 

Before you rush off to tell me what 
you think, let me tell you what I know. 

I know: 

1) The colors look garish. 

2) There are holes or blotches on 
some of the colors. 

3) Many of the colors don’t meet the 
lines they're supposed to go up to, or 
they go over those lines 

I know...Bugs! 

Every new process or technology 
has bugs. FLEXOGRAPHIC is no 
exception. It needs to be debugged. 
We've already gone a long way in the 
debugging process, and by the time 
you read this, most of the registration 
problems will have been solved, along 
with the blotchy colors. The more 
difficult problem will be retraining our 
colorists to use more subtle colors and 
to reduce tonal values by 25%. In the 
past, a colorist called for 100% red 
when he or she wanted a color to look 
like 75% red. Now with 
FLEXOGRAPHIC, what you ask for is 
what you get! Most of us have been 
using the old system for 30 years or so. 
It's going to take time to experiment 
and learn. And we're willing to put in 
the time, effort, and money to make this 
printing process more effective—even 
though at this point in time we're the 
only publisher doing so, and even 
though we know that when the system 
is debugged, other publishers will be 
able to walk in and take advantage ofa 
superior printing process that we 
helped make possible by providing the 
books to print and the manpower to 
help make it work. We will—maybe by 
the time you read this—then we'll be 
another step closer to making comics 
all that they can be. 

Thank You and Good Afternoon. 


pit 


O Who's Who 2: From Automan to 
Blackhawk Island, including 
everything you want to know about 
Batman! 

O Infinity, Inc. 13: The Golden Age 
Rose and Thorn cause trouble for the 
battle-weary heroes! 

O Superman Special 3: Amazo is back 
and Superman must stop him! 

O NewTeenTitans 7: José Luis Garcia- 
Lopez begins his run on the book as 
Azrael reappears! 


This scan was made possible 
thanks to a generous donation 
from Stubby’s Collection 


